
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 March 2009] 

 p1488b-1490a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Eric Ripper; Mr Paul Miles; Mr Tom Stephens; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

IAIN DOUGLAS MACLEAN 

Condolence Motion 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.29 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Iain Douglas MacLean at the age of 55 and 
extends its deep sympathy to his family and loved ones. 

Iain MacLean was born on 14 November 1953 in South Perth, the youngest child of Sam and Nora MacLean. 
Iain was educated at Kent Street High School and joined the Royal Australian Navy at 17 years of age. He 
became a Leading Seaman Electronics Technical Systems and served his nation on a number of vessels 
including HMAS Stalwart, Derwent, Parramatta, Stuart, Kanimbla and Swan. Leaving the Navy after nine years 
service, Iain worked in various marketing and sales positions from 1981 to 1983. He then worked as a stores and 
warehouse administrator from 1983 to 1992. He was then elected to the Wanneroo City Council, serving from 
1993 to 1995, and with his help the Koondoola Regional Bushland was established.  

He was appointed as a member of the Legislative Council for the North Metropolitan Region in 1994, following 
the sudden death of Hon Bob Pike. Iain later resigned from the Legislative Council to contest the Legislative 
Assembly seat of Wanneroo, which he won in the December 1996 election and held until February 2001.  

Iain was an energetic and committed local member who will be remembered for establishing the annual 
Girrawheen Australia Day Breakfast, one of Perth’s most popular community functions. 

Iain returned to private life in 2001, but he maintained his active participation in the Liberal Party as well as in 
community organisations such as Lions and the Wanneroo Agricultural Society. Always energetic, at the time of 
his passing he was near completion of a degree in Human Resources at Edith Cowan University.  

Iain MacLean was, in many respects, an unlikely member of Parliament. It took him a little while to get used to 
the events and the ceremony of this place. When he first became a member of Parliament, I well remember a 
great scurry of activity to make sure that he had a suit that fitted; albeit I remember noticing at the swearing-in 
that someone had neglected to take-up the trousers! However, Iain warmed to parliamentary life and he quickly 
realised that his greatest contribution would be in his community and in his electorate. At his funeral service, 
many people from the northern suburbs area testified to how much Iain did and spoke about how much he cared 
for and shared with his local community.  

On behalf of the Liberal members of Parliament, I extend our sympathy to Tess, their four children, Rebecca, 
Samuel, Gary and Megan, and to his partner, Chris. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [3.32 pm]: On behalf of the opposition, I join with 
the Premier in extending our sympathies to the family of Iain MacLean who passed away in December last year, 
aged only 55.  

I am pleased to be able to recognise the contribution Iain made to Western Australia—particularly the 
constituencies he represented as both a member for the North Metropolitan Region in the other place and as the 
member for Wanneroo in this house.  

It was not only as an elected member that Iain served his fellow citizens; he had a lifelong history in this respect, 
beginning service at the age of 17 when he enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy. He served his country in this 
capacity for nine years as an Electronics Technician before spending 10 years in the private sector in marketing, 
sales and warehouse administration. During that time Iain maintained his tireless community focus and presence 
through his involvement with a wide array of local organisations. He was an active member of the parents and 
friends associations of a number of local schools including Blackmore Primary School, Our Lady of Mercy 
Primary School and Mercy College. Iain was involved with northern districts softball and his local church, and 
he served as President of the Girrawheen-Koondoola Recreation Association. It was with the support of the 
recreation association that Iain was able to initiate the Girrawheen Australia Day Breakfast, which from small 
beginnings has now grown into one of Perth’s most popular community functions, attended by a broad cross-
section of the community from the northern suburbs and beyond. The barbecue remains a testimony to Iain’s 
community spirit and dedication. 

Indeed, it was his strong community history that Iain credited with being crucial to the support he received 
during his successful Wanneroo local government council campaign in 1993. Iain MacLean assumed his position 
as a member for the North Metropolitan Region in the Legislative Council on 23 May 1994, after a recount to fill 
a casual vacancy. I am sure he considered a move to Parliament as the next logical step because he had long 
represented the interests of others in his community. Iain resigned from the Legislative Council to successfully 
contest the seat of Wanneroo in the 1996 Western Australian election, giving him the rare distinction of having 
served in both houses of Parliament in Western Australia. 
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His parliamentary career was punctuated by a passionate advocacy for his constituency. According to my notes, 
former Western Australian Attorney General and parliamentary colleague Cheryl Edwards commented — 

He was in Parliament for the community, to ensure their hopes and aspirations were able to be 
delivered; and he represented them very, very strongly. 

Indeed, one of his long-standing electorate officers recently commented that during his 6.5 years in Parliament 
Iain took only 2.5 weeks leave.  

Iain was a vigorous parliamentary debater who was never afraid to speak his mind; albeit he was more 
comfortable in the relaxed settings of a community function or barbeque. 

Iain MacLean dedicated his life to standing up for his fellow citizens and to grassroots community issues. At the 
time he died, just after Christmas last year aged 55, his plan was to continue his work in the public realm.  

On behalf of the opposition, I extend our deepest sympathy to his family.  

MR P. MILES (Wanneroo) [3.36 pm]: I support the condolence motion for the late Iain Douglas MacLean, 
who passed away suddenly on 27 December 2008 at the relatively young age of 55. 

Iain came into Parliament in an unexpected way, filling the Legislative Council vacancy left by the death in 1994 
of North Metropolitan MLC, Hon Bob Pike. Having been the fifth Liberal candidate on the Legislative Council 
ticket at the previous state election, it is fair to say that Iain was fairly shocked at his sudden elevation into 
politics. 

He took to politics with gusto and transferred to the Legislative Assembly seat of Wanneroo at the 1996 state 
election; a seat he won with a three per cent margin. Iain served in this capacity until the 2001 election, at which 
time he lost his seat—a victim of the swing against the Court government. 

As the current member for Wanneroo, I have a great deal of admiration for the huge workload that Iain 
shouldered during his time in this place. From 1996 to 2001, the Wanneroo electorate was geographically twice 
as large as it is now. It extended from Two Rocks in the north to Marangaroo and Landsdale in the south. On 
today’s boundaries, it took in the entire seats of Mindarie and Wanneroo, and part of the seats of Girrawheen and 
West Swan. 

The scale of residential development in Iain’s electorate during these years was both massive and unprecedented, 
resulting in a great need for community facilities such as schools. In typical fashion, Iain rose to the challenge by 
working harder, sleeping less and by banging on ministers’ doors to get the outcomes he needed for the local 
community.  

During these hectic years, his wife, Tess, and their four children, Rebecca, Samuel, Gary and Meagan, were at 
times paying a high price for Iain’s commitment to the Wanneroo electorate. He came close to physical 
exhaustion several times, and was almost dragged away by his wife Tess for a few days R and R in the country. 
Despite these pressures, he was a much-loved family man and without his family’s support I am sure that he 
would not have done such an outstanding job of representing the people of Wanneroo.  

Tess and the children—as they were then—were both his inspiration and his motivation. I also pay tribute to 
them as the unsung heroes in this story. Without the day-to-day help and support given to us by our spouses and 
partners in many small but important ways, most members of Parliament would find it difficult to function. 
Accordingly, I recognise the sacrifices, the support and the effort made by Tess and the family as Iain served in 
public life.  

Even in death, Iain was still giving to the community: he had registered as an organ donor prior to his sudden 
demise. It is wonderful to know that his legacy of giving continues in the lives of the recipients of his generosity.  

I extend my sincere condolences to Iain’s family and friends on his passing. He will be very much missed.  

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [3.40 pm]: I also want to be associated with the condolence motion. When Iain 
MacLean arrived in the upper house, I was the Leader of the Opposition. I remember his maiden speech and his 
arrival in the upper house very well. I got to know him during the time that he served in that place. As other 
members have said, he was elected unexpectedly. He was below Bob Pike on the Legislative Council ticket but 
Bob died and the recount delivered Iain to the Parliament. Iain’s contribution to the Parliament and to the 
community is a reminder of how small the Western Australian community was and, to some extent, still is. Iain’s 
linkages to the community and his family surprised me as time went by. As well as having listened to his maiden 
speech in the other place, I stumbled into this place when he was delivering his maiden speech here. I just 
happen to have listened to both of his maiden speeches. 

After Iain had died, I learnt that he was a brother of one of my great mates from the north, David MacLean, who 
lived with his family and worked in Port Hedland. Iain came from that MacLean family, which is a family of 
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strong political views. Iain was perhaps the black sheep in that family with regard to his politics. However, he 
was loved and respected for his contribution to his community through the party to which he was more closely 
connected. Iain’s association with our side of politics through his family did not protect him throughout the 
Liberal Party preselection process as much as he was hoping, and he had to fight that connection to secure his 
preselection, which probably accounts for why he was lower down on the Council ballot paper originally. 
Nevertheless, he came up through the ranks. I know that David MacLean, who is Iain’s older brother by 
11 years, is grieving enormously from the loss of his younger brother, as is his immediate family. I used to see 
Tess and his children around the house. Iain MacLean was a well-connected bloke in his community. I pay 
tribute to the contribution Iain made to the community through Parliament. He was a man of very strong views. 
Clearly he clashed many times in the chamber with those of us who had different views from him. His skills had 
been refined in the melting pot of a family that did not share his own political views on life. He journeyed from 
the Navy into civilian life and then into the parliamentary field. 

Iain was associated with the turbulent northern suburbs, where the rough and tumble of Liberal Party politics 
was played hard. He came out of that without a black mark on his record, which is somewhat of a distinction. 
Not everyone who rose through the Liberal Party ranks in the northern suburbs came through unscathed by the 
royal commissions and other processes that were unleased on people from that area. To Tess and his family, and 
to David and David’s sons, including David Jr, I extend my sympathy and condolences. Iain was a brother and 
an uncle of whom they were proud, even though they did not always agree with him. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [3.44 pm]: I will add a few words to the condolence 
motion for Iain MacLean. It is fair to say that none of us knew him for a long time, but the time of our 
association was an amazing experience. When he arrived, as the member for Pilbara said, it was somewhat of a 
surprise. This motion sadly reflects the demise of young members of this place; Trevor Sprigg, of course, passed 
away only recently. Iain was just eight months younger than me. He replaced a member who had died and he has 
now died unexpectedly. That makes us all reflect on the frailty of human life. We have just been discussing Bev 
Gallop’s demise at a similar age. 

Iain was a rough diamond. When he first arrived, as the Premier pointed out, the first task was to find him a suit 
and to clean him up. He was a somewhat scruffy individual at the time. His election to Parliament from his 
background was a great achievement. Nobody really knew him then or expected that he would be elected, having 
been placed so far down on the ticket, yet suddenly he arrived. People in the Liberal Party tried to beat him into 
shape, but Iain did not beat easily into any particular shape. Yet he had very strong views. He was a bulldog in 
his opinions. He was not there for any of the trappings of Parliament or potential ministerial life; he was there 
solely for the people of his electorate. He did not care what anybody else, including the government or ministers, 
wanted; he wanted what was best for the people of his electorate. Wanneroo was then, as it is now, one of the 
fastest growing electorates in Western Australia. He had a great work ethic, as did his successor from the Labor 
Party. Wanneroo is a rapidly growing electorate that places huge demands on the local member, and Iain worked 
very hard to meet those demands. 

When he was elected in 1996, the seat was generally regarded as a Labor seat but he made sure that he made it 
his own by being an ordinary member of the community. He made sure that people warmed to him without 
worrying too much about whether he was a member of either the Liberal Party or the Labor Party. He had very 
strong Liberal views and made very strong contributions in our party room to the values that he thought Liberal 
Party members should follow. It was a loss to us when he lost his seat in 2001when we lost government. It is sad 
that in such a short space of time he went from using his life to contribute to his family and to his community to 
being unable to do so. We offer to Iain’s family our condolences and wish them all the best. 

The SPEAKER: I ask members to rise and support this motion by observing a minute’s silence. 

Question passed, members standing. 
 


